Clean Growth
Pre-Accelerator

DEVELOPING CLEAN GROWTH SOLUTIONS

Innovation Challenge Day
9 February 2026
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Join a fast-paced, full-day innovation challenge designed to spark
bold thinking and accelerate ideas with real-world clean growth
impact.

This hands-on experience brings together founders, researchers,
creatives, technologists and business teams to collaborate on live
challenge briefs and build early-stage solutions — all in one day.

A practical innovation sprint. Not a conference. WHAT TO EXPECT
CHALLENGE THEMES « Work in cross-disciplinary teams on

real challenge briefs
. Rapidly generate, test and refine

Digital & Data Manufacturing ideas
Al, robotics, immersive Automated systems, .
: : . « Access expert mentoring and
technologies, satellite smart production and ) o
communications, 5G and cutting-edge processes industry insight
advanced software . Pitch early-stage solutions by the
| I end of the day
Clean Energy Ports, Logistics &
Offshore renewables, Transport Think of it as a
hydrogen, nuclear, solar Smart port systems, catalyst and
and wider low-carbon sustainable logistics and launchpad for
innovation future mobility disruptive

innovations!



WHO CAN TAKE PART?
To participate fully, teams must have a
physical presence within the Freeport East
region, covering key areas of Essex and
Suffolk.
Ideal for:
« Founders and startups
« Researchers and academics
® :::g“s « Scale-ups and established businesses

INNOVATION CENTRES « Cross-sector teams exploring new
© PLANNED INNOVATION CENTRES opportunities
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WHY TAKE PART? BECOME A CHALLENGE
Turn Ideas into Action PARTNER OR SPONSOR
~. Develop fresh concepts by working with others who  Challenge Partners help shape real-world
@5 share your appetite for innovation. You'll choose briefs, share insight and collaborate with
7 from three thematic challenge areas designed to teams to explore new solutions.
stretch your imagination and your problem-solving
skills. Sponsors support the next generation of
clean growth innovation while gaining:
Learn from Specialists . Visibility across the programme
b Benefit from mentoring and practical support from « Insight into emerging ideas and talent
-=( )« experts who understand how to guide ideas from . Early access to scalable solutions
early concepts through to viable solutions. GET INVOLVED

Whether you want to develop an idea,
collaborate on challenges or support
innovation as a partner or sponsor, the
Freeport East Clean Growth
Pre-Accelerator offers a unique
opportunity to shape the future of clean
growth.

WHEN & WHERE
9 Feb 26 from 9am to 6pm
University of Suffolk - Atrium Building

Collaborate with Industry

Refine your thinking with input from industry
partners, academic networks and experienced
entrepreneurs who can help you shape ideas with
commercial and societal value.

Showcase Your Vision
Present your solutions to investors, venture capital
ﬁ‘ representatives, corporate innovation leads and
organisations actively seeking new opportunities.
. Take Part - Innovation Challenge Day

PROGRESS BEYOND THE DAY
This is just the beginning!

Up to six high-potential ideas will be selected for an innovation support package, unlocking tailored
guidance, structured development and access to expert networks.

Selected teams will progress into a focused development phase, refining and validating their concepts
ahead of a high-profile showcase in May.

At the showcase, teams will pitch polished solutions to investors, corporates and innovation leaders
actively looking to take ideas forward.

. Become a Challenge Partner or Sponsor

Felixstowe Building the future
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/innovation-challenge-day-developing-clean-growth-solutions-tickets-1977382464180?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A4tadji%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTY1MTQyMDc4Ni4xNzY1OTkxMjcz%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AczE3NjU5OTEyNzMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NjU5OTEyNzMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/innovation-challenge-day-developing-clean-growth-solutions-tickets-1977382464180?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A4tadji%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTY1MTQyMDc4Ni4xNzY1OTkxMjcz%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AczE3NjU5OTEyNzMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NjU5OTEyNzMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://forms.office.com/e/AfzZvwvH6D
https://forms.office.com/e/AfzZvwvH6D

